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08 ONIONS

STEPS FOR
GROWING

Onions require fertile well drained soils with well distributed rainfall. The dry spell is needed at maturity.

1. RAISING SEEDLINGS

The nursery beds should have a
width of 1m at most and well
decomposed manure, TSP or DAP.
at a rate of 20kg per square
meter.

The nursery should be irrigated
regularly and the weeds, pests and
diseases should be managed.

2. FIELD PREPARATION

The field should be set for trans-
planting prior to the introduction of
seedlings from the nursery.
Manure or compost should be
applied 1-2 weeks before the
transplanting of the onions from
the nursery to enable its complete
breakdown.

3. TRANSPLANTING SEEDS

Seedlings are transplanted after 6-8 .
weeks after sowing in the nursery =g
or after attaining 3-5 leaves. )

The seedlings are planted at a depth
of 2.5-3cm following a spacing of
30cm between rows and 8-10cm
within rows.

The field should be well irrigated
before transplanting.

TSP can be applied at a rate of 80kg
per acre

The seedlings should be pulled out
carefully to avoid causing them
damage

The onion sets shouldn’t be buried
more than one centimeter into the
soil when planting.
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MANAGEMENT
PRACTICES

5 TOP DRESSING

It should be split into two that is;

The first top dressing should
take place 30 days after
transplanting following a rate of
40kg per acre of CAN.

4. WEED MANAGEMENT

Weeds should be kept out of the
field since they can hinder the
growth of the crops through
outcompeting them for water,
nutrients and light

The second top dressing should
take place 45 days after
transplanting following a rate of
80kg per acre of CAN.

Unearthing, which is the removal of
excess soil around the bulb to
enable it to expand or develop
well, is done during the second
and subsequent weeding
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The onion fly maggots are te in colour. e

They eat lateral roots causing tunnels in the taproots which makes the
plants to shrivel and die. 4~

Their feeding exposes the plant to diseases like bacteria soft rot. 73
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It is caused by a fungus and it is prevalent in cool, humid and poor drainage
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It is caused by a fungus which enters the onion through cracks or wounds
in the fleshy neck part of the onion. It is visible when the onions are in the store.
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